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1. Purpose

The purpose of this Protocol is to outline key principles and processes related to the conduct of official
trials for the information of participants.

This Protocol is a joint Racing Queensland (RQ) and the Queensland Racing Integrity Commission
(QRIC) Protocol. RQ and QRIC have prepared the Protocol collaboratively, and any future versions or
updates and amendments to the Protocol will be managed in the same way. The Protocol will be
enforced by the QRIC and its Stewards.

The following parties should familiarise themselves with this Protocol: Australian Trainers’ Association
Queensland Branch (ATA QLD) and licensed trainers, Queensland and Australian Jockeys’ Associations
(QJA and AJA) and licensed jockeys/apprentice jockeys, and licensed race clubs.

2. Relevant Rules & Scope

(1)  The Australian Rules of Racing provide as follows:
AR 2 Dictionary

In the interpretation of these Australian Rules (and any race meeting held under them), unless the
context requires otherwise, the words and phrases below have the meanings set out in this rule.

official trial means a trial:
(@) thatis approved by a PRA;
(b) thatis conducted in accordance with the conditions set by a PRA,
(c) thatis supervised by the Stewards; and
(d) for which official entries are taken and results are officially recorded.
(2) This Protocol applies to all official trials conducted in Queensland under the Rules of Racing.

(3) For the purpose of this Protocol ‘rider’ means a licensed jockey, apprentice jockey or trainee
apprentice jockey only.

(4) If there is any inconsistency between this Protocol and the Rules of Racing, the Rules of Racing
will prevail to the extent of the inconsistency.

3. Key Principles

3.1 Programming and Conduct of Official Trials

(1) The dates and conditions (i.e., distances, classes, etc.) for official trials are determined by RQ in
consultation with licensed clubs.

(2) The dates for official trials, with relevant nomination, rider and scratching deadlines are as
published in the Racing Calendar, generally as follows:

(a) Nominations: 9:00am on the business day prior to the day of the official trials;
(b) Riders: 4:00pm on the business day prior to the day of the official trials; and
(c) Scratchings (on the day of the official trials):

i For stand-alone official trial meetings - 6:30am; and

ii. For official trials conducted at race meetings - 8:00am.

(3) Official trials must be conducted under the control and supervision of the QRIC Stewards.
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(4) For the official trials to proceed, the QRIC Stewards require the following to be present at the
venue (at a minimum):

(a) Ambulance;
(b) Veterinarian;
(c) Starter;

(d) Barrier Attendants (of such number as agreed between the race club and the QRIC
Stewards); and

(e) Judge.
3.2 Nominations and Compilation of Official Trials

(1)  The program for official trials will generally comprise various options for horses with a range of
different conditions (distances, classes, age, sex, etc.).

(2) Following the closure of nominations, RQ will compile the horses nominated for each option into
an appropriate number of heats, having regard to the number of nominations received and the
relevant field limit/s applicable at the venue.

(3) Where a trainer has multiple entries for a specific option, RQ will endeavour to split the entries
across heats if there are sufficient total entries to do so.

(4) Incircumstances where:
(a) there are insufficient nominations for a specific trial option, or

(b) after compiling the horses nominated for a particular option into an appropriate number of
heats, there are surplus horses nominated for a specific option,

RQ may, in its sole discretion, aggregate horses into a combined trial, notwithstanding that the
conditions of the trial may be different to the specific option for which the horse was nominated.

(5) Inthese circumstances:
(@) RQ will endeavour to aggregate horses of similar class and distance;

(b) RQ may contact the trainer of a horse that is aggregated (or proposed to be aggregated)
into a trial with different conditions to the specific option for which it was nominated; and

(c) the trainer of each such horse will have until 4:00pm on the day the fields are published to
scratch their respective horse/s without payment of the scratching fee.

(6) Where a race club/venue has a maximum number of horses that it allows to trial on a given day,
the fields for the official trials will be determined and excess horses will be eliminated at RQ’s
discretion.

3.3 Rider Declarations for Official Trials

(1) Trainers are required to declare riders for official trials via the Racing Australia Service Centre by
the rider declaration deadline (generally 4:00pm on the business day prior to the day of the official
trials unless otherwise advertised).

(2) Where a trainer fails to declare a rider for an official trial by the rider declaration deadline, the
trainer may be subject to a monetary penalty imposed by the QRIC Stewards.

(3) Any changes to a previously declared rider must be notified to the QRIC Stewards prior to the

horse leaving the mounting yard for its trial.
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(4) Following the trials, the QRIC Stewards are responsible for endorsing the result of each official
trial before they are transmitted to Racing Australia, with this information used to facilitate the
payment of riding fees to riders.

3.4 Scratchings for Official Trials

(1) Trainers are required to notify scratchings for official trials via the Racing Australia Service Centre
by the scratching deadline.

(2) Where a trainer fails to notify a scratching from an official trial by the scratching deadline, the
trainer may be subject to a monetary penalty imposed by the QRIC Stewards (in addition to any
scratching fee).

(3) QRIC Stewards will review the fields for official trials subsequent to the scratching deadline and,
where necessary or appropriate, may determine to amend the fields for two or more trials to
ensure sufficient starters.

(4) |If fields are amended in accordance with subclause (3), the QRIC and/or RQ will endeavour to
contact the trainer of each horse that has been moved into another trial, or is competing in a trial
with additional runners, at the earliest opportunity to provide notice of this decision.

(5) The trainer of each such horse will be given the option to scratch their respective horse/s from
the relevant trial and, in these circumstances, the scratching fee will be waived.

3.5 QRIC Stipulation for a Satisfactory Trial

(1)  QRIC stipulates that, where a horse is required to take part in an official trial to the Stewards’
satisfaction for the purposes of a passing a barrier test or any other embargo relating to racing
manners or behaviour, for the lifting of a Stewards’ embargo, or for any other purpose under the
Rules of Racing, the relevant trial must:

(@) be conducted over a distance of at least 800 metres; and
(b) contain a minimum of four starters.

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1)(b) above, where four horses proceed to the barriers for the
purpose of starting in an official trial:

(a) if there is one late scratching at the barriers, resulting in three starters, the horse’s
participation in the trial may be deemed satisfactory; and

(b) if there is more than one late scratching at the barriers, resulting in two or less starters, the
horse’s participation in the trial will not be deemed satisfactory.

For the avoidance of doubt, where three or less horses proceed to the barriers and compete, the
horse’s participation in the trial will not be deemed satisfactory.

(3) The Stewards may, at any time, stipulate additional requirements that must apply before a horse’s
participation in an official trial may be deemed satisfactory for the purposes of the Rules of Racing.

(4) Nothing in this Protocol limits the factors the Stewards may take into account when determining
whether a horse’s participation in an official trial is satisfactory for the purposes of the Rules of
Racing.

3.6 Fees for Official Trials
(1)  The fees for official trials are as published in the Racing Calendar.

(2) The following fees apply as at the date of this Protocol:

a
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Description Fee

Starter Fee $100 plus GST

Riding Fee* $80.30 plus GST

Scratching Fee $100 plus GST (unless Vet Certificate is received by RQ
within two business days of the official trials, in which
case the fee will be waived)

*Racing Queensland makes payment of barrier trial riding fees to jockeys, on behalf of owners.
Superannuation is applicable to barrier trial riding fees at the rate prescribed in relevant federal
legislation.

4. Roles & Responsibilities

Licensed clubs are required to ensure that Queensland Ambulance Service has been engaged to provide
the required ambulance and personnel to attend official trials, and that relevant officials are rostered to
attend official trials (where the licensed club has responsibility for engaging the relevant officials).

Licensed trainers are reminded of their obligations and the requirement to notify (via the Racing
Australia Service Centre) scratchings from official trials by the stipulated scratching deadline. Further,
trainers must declare riders (via the Racing Australia Service Centre) by the rider declaration deadline,
and must inform the QRIC Stewards of any changes to a previously declared rider prior to the horse
leaving the saddling/mounting area for its trial.

QRIC is responsible for providing oversight and control of official trials, including reviewing and
adjusting (if necessary or appropriate) fields for official trials subsequent to the scratching deadline,
and endorsing the results of the official trials to ensure correct horses and riders. QRIC will ensure that
relevant officials are rostered to attend (where the QRIC has responsibility for engaging the relevant
officials), and in attendance for official trials to proceed.

RQ is responsible for programming official trials and will assist the QRIC where required to review/adjust
fields for official trials subsequent to the scratching deadline.
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